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PRESS: Akaku Maui Community Television, Inc.

CHAIR MOLINA: ... (gavel)... The Government [sic], Ethics, and Transparency Committee
meeting is now called to order. It is just after 9:00 am on Wednesday,
January 29, 2019. For the record, we have in attendance, Councilmembers Lee,
Rawlins-Fernandez, Hokama, Paltin, Sugimura, Kama, and Molina. Excused, are
Members Sinenci and King. And here’s Member Sinenci walking in the room. Good
morning, Mr. Sinenci, and good morning, Members. Thank you for being here today.
We have four of the Mayor’s nominees for directorships on the agenda today. But
we’re going to start first with the testimonial phase of our meeting this morning. And
for those of you testifying, just as a general reminder please silence all cell phones and
any other noisemaking devices so as not to create any unanticipated distractions.
Committee Staff joining us this morning we have Ms. Espeleta, who’s the Committee
Analyst, joined by Ms. Martins, who is the Committee Secretary. And, Members,
thank you again for all of your hard work back on January 23 where we considered
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seven of the other directorship nominees from the Mayor. We had a seven-and-a-half-
hour meeting due mostly to the amount of testimony. And so, I want to thank you all,
and we still managed to get a couple of decisions made as well. So, thank you all for
your hard work. This morning we’re going to go up until 12 o’clock because we do
have another committee meeting scheduled after. So, we will see how fast we can go
today. Thus far, we have 21 sign-ups for testimony this morning. And speaking of
which, the Chair will go over the rules. And, Member Kama, you had a question, did
I...

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes, I, does Corp. Counsel need to be present or no need?

CHAIR MOLINA: 1 believe we can continue with public testimony without Corporation
Counsel if my memory serves me correct. So, we’ll proceed. Now, once we get into the
deliberative phases, we will definitely need Corp. Counsel on hand.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you for the question. And good morning, Council Chair King.
Thank you for joining us. So, for the record, we have all nine Members in attendance.
Thank you, thank you so much, Members. Okay. It’s time now for public testimony.
And by the way, we do have three offices on standby to provide testimony if available
on Molokai, Lanai, and Hana. For those of you testifying, please be sure to state your
full name for the record and any organization that you may be representing. You’ll be
given three minutes to testify. And, Members, as a reminder, the Chair was a little bit
lenient at the last meeting when it came to asking questions about the selection
process of the Mayor’s nominees. So, I would ask that if at all possible, refrain from
asking any questions about that to the testifiers and save those questions for the
deliberative phase of our meeting today, in other words, once public testimony is done,
and that will be in full view of the public. So, any issues of transparency that issue
will remain, it is a, were all transparent here. Now, there may be the possibility of
executive session, but we’ll cross that bridge when we get to it. So, with that being
said, if there are no questions let us begin with public testimony. We have first, I've
asked the body’s considerate, I will ask the body’s consideration of having the Mayor
go up first. The Mayor of course is a very busy individual. So, if there are no
objections, I'd like to have the Mayor come up to the podium first to provide his
remarks.

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS

CHAIR MOLINA: No objections? Okay. So, be it. Mayor Victorino, thank you for being here.
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. . . BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY . . .

MR. VICTORINO: Mahalo and good morning, everyone. It’s a little different feeling sitting
here, not there. So, if I'm a little nervous, let me tell you it’s just because it’s different,
you know, let me start with that. First of all, I'd like to say that I apologize for last
week not being here. I was at the Conference of Mayors in Washington DC and one of
the big topics that we had just to go real quickly, was the government shutdown. And
by the time Friday rolled around, I guess the good lord struck Mr. Trump and they
reopened government. So, now we’re at least back for the next three weeks with some
normalcy in our governmental structure. I don’t know how long that will last, and
most of us mayors all agreed we’re not sure. The other aspect is I’d like to express my
tremendous respect and recognize all the hard work all of you are doing to vet through
this nomination process. This is the first time this has ever happened for Maui
County. So, you along with me, are learning how this all transpires and keeping it
transparent. So, I wanted to tell you that, Mr. Chair, when you are ready and you
want to know the true process that was put down by me, I'm more than happy to come
up if I'm available and speak to all of you and the public to understand how the
process went. Remember now, we’re all sailing in uncharted waters. This has never
happened before. So, please excuse me if I fumble, tumble, and stumble, it is all part
of the process, and I think all of you agree, we’re all learning together. Our nominees
went through a rigorous vetting process. Nominations were made, sent to me, and [
made that final call as the coach, and you know I take sports as my mantra, as the
coach, you make that final decision ‘cause you live with that final decision. Now,
there’s another process, and I call this the ownership, because the Council becomes
the owner and then they say yes or no to the nominees. So, with that being said, I will
look upon you, with your wisdom, your knowledge, and your experience to look upon
all of the nominees and their qualifications and other aspects that you believe to be
relevant to this process. So, Mr. Chair, I leave it in good hands. I have no qualms
with all of the Councilmembers here, and their expertise and willingness to do what is
right for the people of Maui County, just like me. Finally, almost all of our
qualifications were set by the County Council under Ordinances 4840, 4841, oh wow,
man, that three minutes goes fast --

CHAIR MOLINA: . . .(inaudible). . .

MAYOR VICTORINO: --but I'm Portuguese, so I can speed it up, 4847, 4848, and 4864. It’s
important to know that I really had that mantra as far as qualifications were
concerned. And finally, the biggest thing for me was that every one of my directors,
deputy directors, and the entire County staff and County employees will be working
for you, the people of Maui County. There should be no other more important issue
than working for the people of Maui County. Mahalo, Mr. Mayor, thank you very
much, I mean, Mr. Chair. I'm the Mayor.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you for the promotion.
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MAYOR VICTORINO: Okay. You see, I told you I was nervous. I wasn'’t lying. Yeah, thank
you, Mr. Chair, very much.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Committee Members, any need to
clarify Mayor Victorino’s comments? Councilmember Rawlins-Fernandez?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha and good morning --
MR. VICTORINO: Aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: --Mr. Mayor. One quick question. As you were going
through the numbers, what were those numbers? I'm sorry, I missed it.

MAYOR VICTORINO: Well give them to you. Ill make sure that we provide this to you, the
testimony. I'll have copies made for you.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: But what were those numbers that you were listing?

MAYOR VICTORINO: These were the different provisions with the MQs, the minimum
qualifications put down by the former Council, the last Council. Okay. So, yeah, I'll
make sure this testimony has made copies and made available to all of you. Okay.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Mahalo.
MAYOR VICTORINO: You're welcome.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you for the clarification. Any other need to clarify Mayor Victorino’s
comments? Seeing none, thank you very much, Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR VICTORINO: Mahalo. Have a great day.
CHAIR MOLINA: We know you’re quite a busy individual.
MAYOR VICTORINO: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thanks for being here. Okay. Let’s begin now with our first testimonial
signed up. That’s Mr. Mike Spalding, and he’ll be testifying on Committee items 4, 6,
and 9. Good morning, Mr. Spalding.

MR. SPALDING: Greetings, everybody. Members of the Council and Staff, I'm Michael
Spalding, resident of Kula, testifying in favor of the confirmation of David Goode as
Director of Public Works, Jeff Pearson as Director of Department of Water Supply, and
Will Spence as Director of Housing. In order to save time, I will combine my testimony
for these three individuals if that’s alright with you. I’d like to just start off by saying
that this, as Councilmembers, these decisions that you make are probably the most
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critical that youre going to be making in the next two years. And I also want to say
that there’s a limited pool of qualified people that want to work in government at the
pay scale that’s available in these positions. So, you know, I want you to just be very
careful in your consideration of the Mayor’s careful vetting of the people that are, you
know, he’s bringing forward to you. So, you know, I'm going to start my testimony
now, but I just wanted to make that point. I've known David Goode for 15 years. He
has raised his family on Maui and tries to make Maui a better place, both in his
position as Director of Public Works and his role as a father and community member.
Dave administrates one of the most critical functions of the County of Maui, the
Department of Public Works. He oversees 250 employees which keep our roads safe
and repaired, administers the DSA that is involved in all permitting, and the
engineering department. These departments are run efficiently and allow the County
government to function for the betterment of the community. Dave is accessible and
responds to recommendations from the community for Public Works’ projects. If you
see a pothole or an unsafe road condition and call Dave, he will not only take your
call, but the problem will be solved. He has had 12 years of experience in doing this
job and is good at it. He has the respect of his staff and employees that he supervises.
Dave is hardworking, has integrity, and is ready and willing to carry out the duties of
his most critical position in the County. I urge you to consider confirming Dave Goode
for Director of Public Works. I would also like to ask for your consideration of
confirming Jeff Pearson as Director of the Department of Water Supply. I've known
Jeff for ten years and interacted with him in situations both in work and in play. He’s
a great guy. We take it for granted when we turn on our taps for water in our homes.
This is one of our most important resources. We need to have an experienced and
competent administrator in this position. Jeff comes with knowledge, integrity, and
experience in not only having worked in the Department as an engineer, but also
working on the State Water Commission. He is truly qualified to head the Department
of Water Supply, and I urge you to consider confirming him for this position. And I'm
going to talk about Will Spence. Now, I ask you consider confirming Will Spence as
Director of Housing. Workforce housing is in dire need for our working families on
Maui. Will, having been Planning Director, knows the process for getting housing
built. With his experience, work ethic, and integrity, the Council and Administration
can work with Will in creating housing options for our working families. I urge you to
confirm Will, David, and Jeff Pearson. By doing so, you will ensure the County
government will run smoothly for the betterment of all of Maui. Thank you for your
time and consideration of these three nominees. Aloha, Michael Spalding.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Mr. Spalding. Members, any need to clarify
Mr. Spalding’s testimony? Seeing none, thank you.

MR. SPALDING: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Next to testify we have Helene Kau, who'll be followed by Kamie Davis.
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MS. KAU: Good morning, Chair Molina, and Committee Members. I'm Helene Kau, Deputy
Director of the Department of Water Supply, but I'm speaking as a private citizen in
support of approving Mayor Victorino’s appointment of Jeff Pearson as the Director of
Water Supply. I've known Jeff professionally and socially for over 20 years. We have
worked together in his various capacities, including consulting engineer, water supply
engineer, Deputy of Water Supply, and Chief Executive Officer of the State of Hawaii’s
Commission on Water Resource Management. Jeff is knowledgeable, he’s easy to work
with, and his depth and breadth of knowledge and experience provides a solid
background for him as Director. I know Jeff’s family and many of his friends as well.
He’s a good husband, he’s a good father, he’s a good grandfather, and he’s a good
brother. Our community is a better place thanks to his efforts. Please confirm Jeff
Pearson’s appointment as Director of Water Supply. He’s qualified, he does good
work, and he’s a good guy. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Ms. Kau. Members, any need to clarify Ms. Kau’s
testimony? If not, thank you very much.

MS. KAU: Thank you.
CHAIR MOLINA: Next to testify we have Kamie Davis, to be followed by Candice Hayes.

MS. DAVIS: I think I'm as nervous as the Mayor. I've never done anything like this before,
but I felt like it was really important for me to be here.

CHAIR MOLINA: Excuse me, Ms. Davis, can you bring the mic up? Thank you very much.

MS. DAVIS: Sorry, I'm here to, in Will Spence’s behalf. And I'm just a private citizen and I've
been working with Will Spence for about a year and a half now to help provide more
housing that’s affordable for, you know, the people that are here every single day, not
the people that are vacationing. And this is a really important thing in my heart, and I
give effort to it 24 hours a day. And when I met Will Spence, I learned that he had the
same passion in his heart to help provide the thousands of units we are short of
affordable housing. And from the time that I've met him, he has worked right beside
me. If I call him at six o’clock at night he answers the phone, if I call him at four
o’clock in the morning he answers the phone, he replies to e-mails. He is on this with
me as intensely as [ am. And that is my experience with him, and I know that he will
be there for human concerns. I mean, that’s, you know, that’s what hell do. He will
make sure that the housing is provided, and we will work towards that and I know
that hell work with everybody around him to make sure that affordable housing is an
attainable thing here on Maui. And I just really appreciate him. I appreciate who he
is, and I appreciate the kindness that he shows, and the concern that he has for the
people of Maui.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much, Ms. Davis. Members, any need to clarify
Ms. Davis’ testimony? Seeing none, thank you very much. Next to testify we have
Candice Hayes, who will be testifying on item 9, to be followed by Chris Hayes.

MS. HAYES: Hello, I'm Candice Hayes. I live in Kihei for the last 30 years. I've never done
this before, and I didn’t have anything written. But I took off work today because I
thought it was so important to come and tell you that you need to keep Will Spence in
as Director of Housing. He’s concerned about the housing needs of the people of
Maui, he’s effective, he’s efficient, he’s caring, you know, you put a call in to him, he
returns your calls, you e-mail him, he responds, and I just can’t imagine what would
happen if someone else were in that position. I think he’s the best person for the
position and I sincerely hope that you all confirm him as Director of Housing. He’s the
best person for the job. He has the experience. He’s been doing a good job. He has
ideas to continue to move forward and supply more housing for the people. So,
please, please, reconfirm Will Spence as Director of Housing. He’s the best man. I can
assure you that. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Ms. Hayes. Chair King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yeah, thank you. Idon’t know if I missed it. Did you clarify your
position or, I mean, is, do you work for Housing or what your association?

MS. HAYES: No, I'm a chiropractor.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: So, your association with Mr. Spence is through?
MS. HAYES: Just trying to get housing --

COUNCILMEMBER KING: For yourself?

MS. HAYES: --affordable housing.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, okay. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you. Members, any other need to clarify Ms. Hayes’ testimony?
Seeing none, thank you very much.

MS. HAYES: Thank you.
CHAIR MOLINA: Next to testify is Chris Hayes. And, Members, after Ms. Hayes, we do have

a request from Molokai for public testimony. And Chair will address that upon the
completion of Mr. Hayes’ testimony. Good morning.
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MR. HAYES: Hi, Chris Hayes, I'm here to support the confirmation of Will Spence and David
Goode for, in their positions. I don’t have much more to add. I just wanted to let you
know that I'm in support of them to be confirmed for their positions. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Hayes. Members, any need to clarify
Mr. Hayes’ testimony? Seeing none, thank you. Okay. Members, we're going out to
Molokai, now. We have Walter Ritte, who would like to testify on items number 6 and
9. Good morning, Mr. Ritte.

MS. LINDO: Aloha, this is Zhantell Lindo at the Molokai District Office and there is one
person waiting to testify, Walter Ritte, on item 1(6), and 1(9).

CHAIR MOLINA: Proceed.

MR. RITTE: Aloha kakou. My name is Walter Ritte, I'm testifying from Molokai. [ wanted to
testify regarding the confirmation of David Goode. On Molokai, we’re very proud of our
fishponds here on Molokai and we've had a very strong relationship with our Council
in support of our fishpond development. It’s something that is going to be one of the
key ingredients for our future of our ability to feed our people here on Molokai and
also to help stock the reefs of all of the different counties. So, fishponds is very, very
important and we had a resolution regarding the support of fishponds from our
Council all of these years and we've had very strong support from Public Works all of
these years on Molokai. And then, all of a sudden Mr. Goode gave some kind of a
directive that we could not use the old resolution, we needed a new resolution. We got
a new resolution, resolution number 1881 and it’s, the resolution also showed strong
support for fishponds on Molokai and yet, Mr. Goode did not want to follow that
resolution and all since nine months ago we've not had any kind of support from the
County for our fishponds here on Molokai. So, I thought that was really a bad
situation for us to have to deal with somebody on Maui that does not understand what
we’re doing here on Molokai and how we've been working together with the Public
Works all of these years. So, it’s strange that Mr. Goode did not take the Council
directives which is part of the resolution seriously. I don’t think he understands
Molokai’s uniqueness, what we’re trying to accomplish here on Molokai --

CHAIR MOLINA: Mr. Ritte, Mr. Ritte, I apologize, I have to stop your testimony for now.
MR. RITTE: --and the need that we have for help regarding our fishponds.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

MR. RITTE: So, we need...so...

CHAIR MOLINA: Continue, Mr. Ritte, go ahead. Okay. Now it’s up. So...
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MR. RITTE: We need somebody who is sensitive to the people of Molokai, and especially to
the aina, whether it’s the sand, the river rocks, or fishponds, and I don’t think this is
the guy that understands us and the feeling that we have towards our aina and the
protection that we have towards these items that I've just mentioned.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Ritte.

MR. RITTE: So, I'm not in support of Mr. Goode to be the Public Works person.
CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Ritte.

MR. RITTE: So, the other one I wanted...

CHAIR MOLINA: Members, any need to clarify Mr. Ritte’s testimony? Okay. Mr. Ritte, you
can continue with your next agenda item you wanted to testify on. I believe, Mr. Ritte,
you wanted to testify on the appointment of Will Spence?

MR. RITTE: Okay. Yeah. The next one I want to testify on Mr. Will Spence. We’ve been
having, the only contact we've had with him is part of our Molokai Community Plan
that was like pulling teeth working with this guy. It was really, really hard. He made
it extra hard for us to get what we wanted in our plan. And he’s also part of the
Planning Commission and those were really bad days for us trying to figure out why
he was doing things on the Planning Commission that he had the power to do but we
could not agree with. And we're very, we got to really know him during the Planning
process when we did the Molokai Community Plan and I must say that that was a very
terrible experience for us here on Molokai. So, based on that, I cannot support such a
person wherever he’s going to be put. He just doesn’t have the kind of personality that
I think can get along with any community. So, those are my inputs and I appreciate
this opportunity. And it’s a hard opportunity to be talking to you guys over the phone
where we can’t see you guys eye to eye, you can’t see me eye to eye. But at least we
have a chance to talk. Mahalo.

CHAIR MOLINA: Mahalo, Mr. Ritte. Committee Members, any need to clarify Mr. Ritte’s
testimony? Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha, good morning, Mr. Ritte. Mahalo for your
testimony this morning. [ have one question.

MR. RITTE: Aloha.
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: I wanted to know if you would be able to provide
details on, you mentioned something about him being on the Planning Commission

and making decisions that was not supportive of our community.

CHAIR MOLINA: Mr. Ritte, go ahead.
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MR. RITTE: Yeah, I had a hard time hearing that. Can you repeat?
CHAIR MOLINA: Councilmember Rawlins, can you repeat your question to Mr. Ritte?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Would you mind providing details on what it was that
Mr. Spence did on the Planning Commission on Molokai?

MR. RITTE: Well, it started from day one when we had, trying to figure out what is going to
be our vision statement and they didn’t agree with some of those kinds of things that
we wanted to put on. We had some old things called the Manae, the east, Manae East
End Policy Statement which we wanted in there and we went round and round and all
around. We had to go and get support from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, we had to
get all kinds of changes made. He just made it really difficult for us as a community
who kept saying we wanted A, B, C, D. And they kept saying well, according to
Planning procedures we could not have A, B, C, D and we went round and round, and
we made all kinds of changes. And then, when we tried to put in what we wanted on
Molokai, each district is so different, so we tried to get each district representative
exactly what they wanted in their districts because they were so different. And we had
a really, really difficult time getting those things across because things we wanted in,
they did not want to put into our plan.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Ritte. Member Rawlins, is that it?
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo for that clarification.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Members, any other need to clarify Mr. Ritte’s testimony on
Mr. Spence? Seeing one, thank you very much for your testimony, Mr. Ritte. Aloha.

MR. RITTE: Aloha.

CHAIR MOLINA: . Okay. Members, continuing with public testimony. We have Gail
Fujiwara, to be followed by Dulce Butay. And Ms. Fujiwara will be testifying on item
number 5. And, Members, we’ll be working on our technology with regards to boosting
up our sound here for you. Good morning, Ms. Fujiwara.

MS. FUJIWARA: Good morning. Good morning, Chair Molina, and Committee Members. My
name is Gail Fujiwara, and I'm here to testify for GET 1-5 [sic] on my own personal
vacation time. I would like to express my support for Scott Teruya and ask for your
consideration to confirm him as the Director of Finance. As a 25-year employee with
the Finance Department, I've experienced both positive and ineffective leadership from
the Director’s Office.  Employees within our Department welcome change in
directorship. My interactions with Mr. Teruya has been solely in a professional
capacity, and I feel that Mr. Teruya highly, is highly capable of providing positive
change and direction for our Department. Experience and familiarity with the
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Department is extremely important for an incoming director. Mr. Teruya possess this
expertise and knowledge of the Department from his time working within the and
heading the extremely critical Real Property Tax Division. I trust in Mr. Teruya’s
professional vision for the Finance Department. His experience in government and
knowledge of the Department makes him an ideal candidate for this position. I
request for your favorable consideration to confirm him as Director of Finance. Thank
you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Fujiwara. Members, any need to clarify
Ms. Fujiwara’s testimony? Chairman King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. So, what was your position in, youre in
Department of Finance? What’s your position?

MS. FUJIWARA: Yes, I'm an accountant.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: You'’re an accountant?

MS. FUJIWARA: Yeah, in claims.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Okay. Ijust wanted, so, you're off today?
MS. FUJIWARA: I took vacation, I'm signed out for vacation.
COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Members. Any other need to clarify the testimony?
Seeing none, thank you. Next to testify is Dulce Butay, followed by James Basco. And
Ms. Butay will be testifying on item 5.

MS. BUTAY: Good morning, Chair Molina, and Committee Members. My name is Dulce
Karen Butay, and I'm here to testify GET-1(5) and I am here today on my own time. I
work with the Department of Finance, Risk Management Division in 2001. But in
2013, Risk Management Division has been moved to Corporation Counsel. But in
2015, I applied for the admin position, admin officer position for the Department of
Finance. So, I'm back in Finance. I have experienced both positive and negative
leadership from the Director’s Office and with the interaction of other Finance
employees, we welcome changes and new leadership. 1 am asking for your
consideration to confirm Mr. Scott Teruya as the Director of Finance. I have worked
with Mr. Teruya in the last three years and I feel that Mr. Teruya is capable of
providing positive change and direction of the Department of Finance. With his
ten-plus years of management experience and his knowledge with the Department, it’s
really important for the incoming director to possess these qualities and I believe that
Mr. Teruya possess these expertise and knowledge of the Department. Mr. Teruya is
well equipped to grow from challenges that the Department of Finance will be
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presented with. Please confirm Mr. Scott Teruya as the Director of Finance. Thank
you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Ms. Butay. Members, any need to clarify her
testimony? Councilmember Sinenci?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Yes, question. You said there were some both positive and
negative. Is that with the prior director or with...can you explain?

MS. BUTAY: Yes, prior directors since I've been like from 2001 to like, you know, to now.
COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Any other need to clarify her testimony? Seeing none,
thank you.

MS. BUTAY: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Next to testify we have James Basco, and he’ll be testifying on item 9, to be
followed by Laki Kaahumanu.

MR. BASCO: Good morning. My Name is James Basco. I am testifying here today in
support of Mr. Spence and I would like to thank the Council for hearing this and also
the Chair. It was about 25 years ago that I first met Will. I was serving on the
Citizens Advisory Committee for the Paia-Haiku region with another nine or so people.
Twenty-five years ago, was a long time ago so I cannot exactly tell you what that was.
But I was in my late 30s, early 40s I guess, and I think Will was fresh out of college
already working for the County. We found Will to be extremely helpful in whatever
obscure map we needed or different kinds of regulations and stuff that would help us
see clearer to what we were trying to do as a region back then. Most recently, fast
forwarding a quarter century, I found myself in a little bit of a problem with some, I got
some very bright young entrepreneurs angry with me in my neighborhood because I,
you know, we wouldn’t go along with becoming Cabo San Lucas, or wherever they
wanted the place to be in. Then I found myself in trouble because they managed to
find some faults on my tax map key which I had never looked at before. But Will,
along with a couple other employees from the County, who must remain anonymous,
Will was one of the few people that reached out and helped along. And when I spoke
to Will recently, you know, he mentioned, I asked him how do you like this new
position you’re in now? And he said, I'm happy now, I don’t have a conflict. So, I
think after all these years of serving in the County, Will has finally reached a place
where he feels he’s doing the best good for the people of Maui County instead of being
our, an enforcer or a regulator. He now is somebody who is trying to advocate for
people. And I just hope that the County sees fit to confirm Mr. Spence, Will. Thank
you very much. If anybody has any questions, Ill be happy to answer.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Mr. Basco. Members, any need to clarify Mr.
Basco’s testimony? Seeing none, thank you.

MR. BASCO: Thank you very much again. Mahalo.

CHAIR MOLINA: Mahalo. Next to testify we have Pastor Laki Kaahumanu, followed by Marcy
Martin.

MR. KAAHUMANU: Aloha . . .(speaking Hawaiian). . . Laki Pomaikai Kaahumanu, a decent of
Queen Kaahumanu, Senior Pastor Church on the Go. I'm here to share with you
about Will Smith, oh sorry, Will Spence. I don’t know Will, but I met him at meeting
that Mayor introduced us about the homeless situation and that he was to be in the
directorship of housing. And it’s sad because, e kala mai iau, can you have this
passed out to the Members?

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. We'll ask the Staff to assist.

MR. KAAHUMANU: It’s just a flier of all the children that we were sheltering for over 30
years. And it’s sad that the kanakas are homeless in Hawaii. I don’t know what Will
does or why he’s being put in the position. But those of you here, if it wasn’t for God, I
wouldn’t be here. And you've been chosen to be able to assist in making a decision
that should benefit the kanaka maoli. ‘Cause it’s sad when I look at Hawaiians
sleeping on the side of the road, and all we want them to know is that our father loved
the world that he gave us his son. E kala mai, hele mai. This is a royal lineage of
Kamehameha genealogy scroll. This for our Chairman because he the head. That
scroll would never be put in my hand to know the legacy that we come from a royal
lineage. We’re not here to condemn. We're here to give a helping hand up. And if God
has chosen obviously Will Spence to be in the place of Housing to help us kanakas. I
Just bought a tool shed to take two Hawaiians off the side of the road and put them on
army cots so they can help malama our aina that we just got Kaae Road now we own.
I want our children’s, children’s children to know when you look at the picture, my
wife and [ have been married 40 years. We don’t have any kids of our own. Why
would God shut the womb of my wife to not give me my own children? Because I
didn’t know he had plans to have me adopt 18 of these children to let them know that
God loved them as much as he love you. E kala mai, I didn’t mean to be preaching.
But I know my time is up. If you want to hear more of the word, call me, girl. Mahalo
nui, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Mahalo, pastor. Members, any need to clarify Pastor Kasahumanu’s
testimony? Seeing none, thank you for your testimony and for the scrolls.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Mr. Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: Oh, I'm sorry. Pastor, we have a need to clarify.
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